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While Phish Prepares for Breakup, New Book  
Puts Together Details of Band’s Career 

 

“The most amazing compendium of facts about a single musical group published to date ... [an] 

artifact fans and curiosity seekers alike can examine, digest, and savor, over and over.” 

—San Francisco Chronicle  

 

“When Jared Slomoff and I edited Phish’s 20th anniversary video, The Phish Companion was our 

definitive resource. Very thorough!  And I think it's great that it supports such a good cause, music 

education for kids. Kudos to Mockingbird.”      —Mike Gordon 

 

  

San Francisco––The time has come: After 20 years together, Phish’s final show is set for August 

15, 2004. Here to commemorate the life of one of the most beloved bands of the 20th century, The Phish 

Companion, 2nd Edition will be available from Backbeat Books this July. It is the ultimate resource for all 

things Phish, for the casual fan and diehard alike. What’s more, proceeds from the book go to the 

Mockingbird Foundation, a nonprofit organization created to promote music education for children through 

competitive grants. To date, the foundation has raised more than a quarter of a million dollars and recently 

announced five new grants.  

 Lovingly compiled by hundreds of volunteers through nearly a decade of research, along with behind-

the-scenes help from Phish’s own archivist, bassist, and lyricists, The Phish Companion, 2nd Edition is a 

Phish fan’s dream come true. It features the most definitive compilation of setlists in exis tence, and is 

packed with photos, interviews, show reviews, statistics, venue information, online resources, notes and 

advice on live recordings, and the history of over 600 songs Phish has played. This expanded second 

edition includes thousands of updates and additions and brand-new interviews with insiders that will prove 

to be an invaluable source of entertainment and information.  
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The Mockingbird Foundation is a leading provider of historical information about the 

band Phish and its music. Conceived in 1996, and founded in 1997, the Foundation is operated 

entirely by volunteers, without any salaries or paid staff. It fundraises for music education for 

children by celebrating the music of Phish through comprehensive books, innovative recordings, 

creative donation premiums, and special events for the Phish fan community. The Foundation 

will announce its next round of grant recipients in October. 

Backbeat Books publishes books for people who are passionate about music, whether as 

performers or avid fans. Based in San Francisco, Backbeat Books is an imprint of CMP 

Information.  

The Phish Companion: A Guide to the Band and Their Music  
Second Edition 

Edited by the Mockingbird Foundation 
Price: $24.95 

Format: Trade Paper, 912pp, B&W photos throughout, 8-3/8” x 10-7/8” 
ISBN: 0-87930-799-4 

Publication date: July 18, 2004 
Distributed to bookstores by Publishers Group West. Bookstores call (800) 788-3123 to order. 
Distributed to music stores by Hal Leonard Corp. Music stores call (800) 554-0626 to order. 
All others call Backbeat Books Distribution Center directly, toll free at (866) 222-5232, 
or (408) 848-8294; fax: (408) 848-5784; mail: 6600 Silacci Way, Gilroy, CA 95020 USA; 

e-mail: backbeat@rushorder.com; web: www.backbeatbooks.com 


